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Annual COAF Summer Soiree To Raise Funds for

Replicable SMART Village Models in Armenia

LOS ANGELES--The 11th Annual Children of Armenia Fund (COAF) Summer Soirée will
take place virtually this year on Sunday, August 22 at 5:00 PM PST / 8:00 PM EST. This
year’s fundraiser titled “Building a Resilient Nation: Achieving New Heights” will be
hosted by Araksya Karapetyan of Good Day L.A. on FOX 11 Los Angeles, who also
hosted the Annual COAF Holiday Gala in 2019 in New York City, the COAF Summer
Soiree this past August as well as our “Moving Mountains” fundraiser in 2020.
Accompanying Araksya will be renowned auctioneer Gabriel Butu.

The COAF SMART Village Model will be the focal point of this year’s Soiree. COAF’s
holistic approach to advancing rural communities in Armenia over the past 17 years
will now take on new heights through large-scale infrastructure improvements,
business development initiatives, and hands-on capacity building. The first COAF
SMART village will be the community of Debet where COAF’s flagship SMART Center
was built over two years ago. The organization intends to replicate this model in other
rural communities facing depopulation.

COAF has taken a pioneering role in the development of rural Armenia and spurred
innovation and change in beneficiary communities with stunning speed. However,
the pandemic and attack on Artsakh have once again underscored how vulnerable
rural Armenia is and the urgency of building strong and thriving ecosystems.

Armenians worldwide are encouraged to register for free to watch the virtual event by
visiting www.givebutter.com/coafsoiree where you can also donate to support COAF’s
ongoing education, health, social and economic programs in over 60 villages.
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About COAF

The Children of Armenia Fund (COAF) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization that
employs community-led approaches aimed at improving the quality of life in rural Armenia,
with a particular focus on children and youth. COAF’s target development areas are
education, healthcare, social and economic development. COAF launched its programs in
2004, starting in one village and expanding to 64 villages in Armavir, Aragatsotn, Lori,
Gegharkunik, Shirak, and Tavush regions, impacting more than 107,000 beneficiaries.

Since 2015, COAF has developed and started implementing the SMART Initiative. COAF
SMART is designed to advance a generation across the rural world through education that
will benefit individuals, societies, and the environment. As an exemplary model of
development, COAF SMART will be replicated in other regions and communities throughout
Armenia. The first COAF SMART Center was inaugurated on May 27, 2018, near the village of
Debet, Lori Region.
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