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CONTEMPLATING MOUNT ARARAT

Can you just imagine the thrill for an architect to be commissioned to design a building facing Mount Ararat? Facing
the mountain where Noah's Ark ran aground! Facing such a holy spot! Facing History!

That is where we wish to design and construct the most beautiful building in the world. And there we would raise
our glass of wine, the same wine that Noah drank after which he called out “In vino veritas”.

There will be a platform on the highest point, a temenos, and above it a clear and orderly building, whose rooftop
will be a special place of contemplation. And visible from afar, a tower, a unique and special vantage point.
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TEMENOS

We will create a flat horizontal plane at the highest point of our site, in the manner of a Greek temenos. For the

Greeks, the temenos was the place where the gods mingled with mankind. A platform that will crystallize the desire

to create a presence in front of the two sacred mountains: Noah's Mount Ararat and Gregory's Mount Aragats. For,

while Noah's Ark came to a halt on Ararat, Gregory |, the llluminator, climbed Aragats to pray. The two mountains,

both ancient volcanoes, mark the territory.

The platform will follow a N-S line and will run parallel to the N-S road that leads to our plot and to the line that joins
the summits of the two sacred mountains. On this platform we will place our building, parallel to the road, which will
thus always be facing Ararat and Aragats.

ORDER

In terms of spatial planning, we would first create a series of parcels planted with vineyards, in continuity with those
already in existence. Thus our Temenos would be in line in shape, size and position with those already there.

CLARITY

On this flat horizontal plane, defined by this empty rectangle of vines, we have planned a linear north-south
building, parallel to the road. Transit will be linear, running along the back of the building like a spacious walkway.
In the centre will be the main entrance. At the northernmost end, the building will expand towards the large
auditorium. At the southernmost end, separate as requested in the guidelines, but structurally united, will be the
guest residence.

UNITY

The building will be viewed as a single structure, linking the independent part of the building through the continuity
of the roof.

ROOFTOP

It is said that King David was walking on his rooftop one day reading the Holy Scriptures when he saw Bathsheba
in the bath on an adjoining rooftop and ... the rest is history.

The rooftop (azotea in Spanish) is a mechanism very typical of the area that, from an architectural perspective, can
be regarded as moving up, higher, closer to the sky, and from there to observe the distant line of the horizon with
our two mountains. In climates like Armenia's, the rooftop is a privileged place.

UNEVENNESS

The significant drop in height from our platform towards the east and the resulting requirement of greater vertical
dimension in spaces such as auditoriums or other more general areas can be resolved as spaces excavated in this
stepped terrain. This will in turn permit a single continuous roof plane as a privileged place for walking. And the
ground platform of the main floor of our building will be similarly resolved.

LOOKOUT

And in counterpoint to all this horizontality, a vertical element, a small tower that will serve as a lookout facing the
sacred mountains and a point of reference and feature of our building from afar. It could house a water tank.
Lookout, minaret, watchtower, ziggurat.

SUNRISE

From our building, from the temenos, from the rooftop and from the tower, we will have the privilege, the gift, of
contemplating glorious sunrises with the two mountains against the pink light. Homer in his Odyssey spoke of the
rosy- fingered dawn.
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Garden Floor (-4.00 m

Ground floor (£0.00 m)

Rooftop - Terrace (+4.00 m)
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