FLOATING TOPOGRAPHY ™™

THE ARMAVIR SMART CENTER WILL REFLECT THE BEAUTY AND UNIQUENESS OF THE PLACE.

w | LIKE THE LORI SMART CENTER WE WANT TO CREATE A SENSE OF BELONGING TO THE MOTH-
2 - ERLAND.

. \ THE CONTEXT IS HEAVILY CHARGED WITH SYMBOLIC POWER THAT WILL SHAPE THE PROJECT.

s SURROUNDED BY MOUNTS ARARAT AND ARAGATZ AND BEING CLOSE TO THE TURKISH BOR-

RELAHGNSHH"D:M CHURCH WITH THE CANYON CITY OF ANI. ARCHITECTURE AS ANCHOR POINTS. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CULTURE AND NATURE IN HAGHPAT
DER, THE BUILDING WILL ACQUIRE DEEP MEANING.

VALLEY / CANYON

WE SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY. OFHAVING A SMALL CANYON-LIKE TOPOGRAPHY TO PLACE THE SMART CENTER AT A VERY STRATEGIC POINT LIKE THE RUINS
OF ANJ, WE SEE THE CAMPUS AS-A'SERIES OF “ANCHOR POINTS" IN THE VAST LAND.

CANYON AS LAND ART

THE SMART ROOF - THE ETHEREAL
THE ROOF IS AN ELEVATED “TOPOGRAPHY” AS A GESTURE TO THE HEAVENS. IT BECOMES. AN DBSERVATORYAND A PROMENADE, AN OPENNESS TO THE SKY

AND HOUNTAINS [MAGINATION IS:THE RESOURCE WE HAVE TO REINVENT THE WORLD AROUND US.
WE STARTED TO THINK OF THE CARPET AS A GATHERING PLACE, A PLACE TO REST BUT ALSO
i | £ A NN e, SEaTRIERth = -2 N A PLACE OF HARMONY AND BEAUTY.
LS A VAN N el SN\ * 7 el Ol ey A CARPET ON A BIG SCALE CAN BECOME A LANDMARK IN THE VASTNESS OF THE LANDSCAPE.
| ' X =—r = Naarean =T — : AR 4 = = . WE WANT TO CREATE A NEW TOPOGRAPHY AS A STRONG RESONANCE TO THE ARMENIAN
MOUNTAINS AND VALLEYS, AN ESPLANADE AS AN ELEVATION TOWARDS THE SKY:
A ROOF AS A METAPHYSICAL EXPERIENCE.

THE CHALLENGE IS-TO CREATE A BUILDING ROOTED IN ITS CONTEXT AS IT IS CHARGED WITH
. . HISTORICAL AND EMOTIONAL MEANING, BUT ALSO A BUILDING THAT REACHES THE UNIVER-
ot sl SAL INSIDE EVERYONE OF US.
VERSeRI T BY ELEVATING THE ROOF, THIS NEW TOPOGRAPHY BECOMES LIGHT AND FLOATING OVER THE
A LA, LS A VTSR T e e e o LANISLAPE L NBHENT T RELITES T THE SACReT

ALL CIVILIZATIONS WERE FASCINATED BY VERTICALITY AND COLUMNS ARE THE METAPHYSICAL EXPRESSION OF THIS FASCINATION. THE SMART CENTER BECOMES A MONUMENT TO THE SUBLIME. A GESTURE OF UNWAVERING
HOPE. : i
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ARCHITECTURE AS ARCHITECTONIC HARMONY (NORAVANK)

ARCHITECTURE AS LANDSCAPE (CASA MALAPARTE-1937)

ARCHITECTURE AS TOPOGRAPHY (PERU)

AS IN DALI'S PAINTING DEPICTING HIMSELF AS A CHILD UNCOVERING THE SKIN OF THE SEA TO FIND A
DOG IN-THE'SHADOW OF THE SEA, WE ARE INVITED TO DISCOVER WHAT'S UNDER THE FLOATING ROOF
JOLHENS 5 HONUHENT 1 SOTLAND AND-FIND THE ESSENTIAL: A SANCTUARY FOR LEARNING.
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DOLMENS AS LAND ART Z0RATS KARER

SMART ROOF

THE SUSPENDED ROOF ALLOWS MULTIPLE ACTIVITIES WHILE OFFERING NEW PERSPECTIVES AND RELATIONS TO NATURE.
PRIMARY; IT ACTS AS A SHADING DEVICE FOR THE FUNCTIONS BELOW, THE OPENINGS AND SKYLIGHTS BRING NATURAL LIGHT AND VENTILATION.
WATER COLLECTED FROM-RAIN WATER HARVESTING SYSTEM WILL BE USED-FOR MULTIPLE BENEFITS AND PROVIDE COST SAVING AND EFFICIENCIES.
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OPEN AIR CONCERTS PICNIC DJ MOVIE DANCE GRADUATIONS READING CHILLING RELIGIOUS
EXHIBITIONS SCREENING COURSES CELEBRATIONS
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COLLECTED RAIN WATER

RAIN WATER
COLLECTION TANK
NORTHERN LIGHT*
FOR STUDIOS

WATER SAVING TAPS
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WATERLESS URINALS

LOW FLUSH TOILETS

THERMAL INSULATION STUDIOS LIBRARY OPEN SPACE MEETING LOUNGE NATURAL SUNLIGHT CAFETERIA CLASSROOMS SUSTAINABLE URBAN
BUFFER ZONE DRAINAGE

- A'SANCTUARY FOR LEARNING | SCULPTURES

& “THE STRUCTURE 1S THERE TO EXPRESS ITS FUNCTION AND PLAYS A ROLE IN CREATING A FLUID SPACE WITH COLUMNS DEPART FROM THEIR STRUCTURAL ESSENCE TO BECOMES
-~ POWERFULLY PRESENT ANCHORS: WALLS, DOMES AND ROCKS. A SERIES OF ABSTRACT SCULPTURES.
LIKE IN-A LANDSCAPE WE MOVE AROUND THESE ELEMENTS WITH A SENSE OF DISCOVERY.
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SLAB ON GRADE LOAD BEARING WALLS DOME STRUCTURE SLAB ON GRADE
REINFORCED CONCRETE REINFORCED CONCRETE: REINFORCED CONCRETE REINFORCED CONCRETE
. SEISMIC

STEEL PIPE
REINFORCED CONCRETE
STONE COLUMN
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TUBULAR STEEL COLUMN

REINFORCED CONCRETE COLUMN

ROCK1DRILLED
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ROCK 2 DRILLED

REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE

REINFORCED CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS
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( AND | THINK TO MYSELF WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD )
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(MY FAVORITE SPOT: THE ARARAT WATER POND 1 )

MEET ME AT THE ARTSAKH MONUMENT
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FLOATING TOPOGRAPHY ™™

IN ITS TOTALITY, THE BUILDING CREATES A UNIVERSE WITHIN ITSELF
UPON APPROACHING, THE BUILDING TRANSFORMS INTO A SPECIAL EXPERIENCE THAT CONSTANTLY OSCILLATES BETWEEN THE EMOTIONAL AND THE INTELLECTUAL.




